Introduction
.
Although a few studies have reported the distribution of 5-HTcontaining nerve fibers in cerebral vessels (Alafaci et al., 1986; Cowen et al., 1986; Griffith and Burnstock, 1983; Griffith et al., 1982; Reinhard et al., 1979; Chan-Palay, 1977) , detailed information about their regional variations in density and pattern in the rabbit has not been reported. Such knowledge is of interest, since 5-HT has frequently been implicated in the pathogenesis ofmigraine (Raskin and Appenzeller, 1980; Sicuteri et al., 1974) and other types of headache (Lance, 1978) . (Table  1) .
Discussion
The presence of 5-HT-containing nerve fibers in cerebral blood vessels has been described in rat (Sano et al. , 1982;  Chan-Palay, et al., 1976) . In light of these observatioEis, the relatively higher density of 5-HT-like immunoreactive nerves in the vertebrobasilar system, as observed in the present study, may be explained on the basis ofits supply to phylogenetically older parts of the brain (posterior part of brain and brainstem). 
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